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On May 19th, 2021, the European Route D’ARTAGNAN was awarded, upon a unanimous 
vote of the 35 voting countries, the Certificate of « European Cultural Itinerary» (ECR). The 
Route passes through 6 countries: Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Spain, and 
Italy. It bears the unique status of first-ever European equestrian route.

To bear ECR certification means implementing the fundamental values of the Council of 
Europe: human rights, democracy, diversity and cultural identity, dialogue, exchange, and 
mutual enrichment beyond borders, as well as centuries.

The Council of Europe certifies 5 new Cultural Routes: 
www.coe.int/fr/web/cultural-routes/-/the-council-of-europe-certifies-5-new-cultural-rout-1

THE ADVANTAGES OF BEING A CERTIFIED EUROPEAN 
CULTURAL ITINERARY

Recognition and a much greater visibility at European and International level,

Building a network of international experts to work together on heritage management, 
research, development, and promotion of cultural and sustainable tourism,

An ensured sign of quality for possible future funding,

Inter-governmental support programmes and European support in favour of the 
involved regions.

A UNIQUE EUROPEAN EXPERIENCE WHICH GOES 
BEYOND THE CENTURIES

The European Route D’ARTAGNAN is a hike based on a double theme:

The real story of Charles de Batz de Castelmore d’ Artagnan, born in Lupiac, in Gascony 
(France) around 1615. He died during the Maastricht siege (Netherlands) on 25th June 1673.

The novels of Alexandre Dumas (1844-1850) which turned him into a legend worldwide.
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The Route is designed for long-distance travellers, riders, carriage drivers, hikers, and 
cyclists in search of true escapades. It offers a unique experience, in the footsteps of the 
famous musketeer who travelled through Europe on horseback during the XVIIth century 
at the service of the King.

The ambition of the European Route D’ARTAGNAN is to build a story based on 150 listed 
historic and literary sites and to organise cultural events along the itinerary. Taking this 
trail is like setting off in D’Artagnans’ footsteps, in the search of the musketeer spirit of the 
XXIst century, supported specifically by an innovative educational project: The School of 
Young European Musketeers.

Lien du communiqué de presse : 
https://route-dartagnan.eu/site/100/perso/doc/CP-AERA-ICE-EN.pdf
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The Route is made up of 6 itineraries neither of them prioritising over another, if not for 
the preference of each of its users. The Route spreads out over 8,000 kilometres (4,970 
miles) of small trails covering 15 regions, 2000 km of which are open today. The aim is to 
open 5000 km of marked and maintained trail by 2022, before the complete opening in 
2023. The Route is adapted to all types of hikers, even for the less experienced ones, with 
accommodation and catering available every 25 kilometres maximum, and professionals 
available for all types of users.

THE CERTIFICATION BY THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE IS THE RESULT 
OF THE STRONG INVOLVEMENT OF HUNDREDS OF COMMITTED 
PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE DIFFERENT COUNTRIES INVOLVED.

The European Route D’ARTAGNAN was envisioned by the founding members of the AERA 
association as soon as 2014 with the mission to “Create, manage, develop and promote the Route”.

In 2015, European co-funding enabled a consortium of 12 different partners in the 6 different 
countries involved to develop an innovative business model and tools to enhance the Route.

The AERA association has around 1,500 potential partners in the areas implicated in 
the project. It is working to consolidate the Route by putting in place 3-year agreements 
(2021-2024) and by bringing together all the different contributors. 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS FOR RURAL TOURISM

The European Route D’ARTAGNAN satisfies the demand of holiday makers to practice 
slow tourism and outdoor activities. It fully addresses a family’s needs for outdoor activities 
as well as the aspirations of riders of all ages.

The financial estimate of the revenues produced on the participating territories is of 70€ 
per day for riders and cyclists, and of around 35€ per day for walkers. The Route has 
the potential to host around 350,000 hikers per year, comparable to the number of hikers 
which walk the Way of Santiago de Compostela.

Throughout the year, the Route generates economic benefits for the territories, via 
accommodations (campsites, guest houses, B&B’s, etc…), equestrian infrastructures, 
local commerce, museums, and other businesses. Passionate horse riders can discover, 
in another light, heritage sites and curiosities along the way.

Lien du communiqué de presse : 
https://route-dartagnan.eu/site/100/perso/doc/CP-AERA-ICE-EN.pdf



THE EUROPEAN ROUTE D’ARTAGNAN IS ALSO…

An educational tool: The School of Young European Musketeers,

A travelling d’Artagnan Escape Game,

A “d’Artagnan European Route” brand for accommodations,

A “Musketeer Passport” to have stamped out at every Trail stopover,

A diploma named “Dartagnane”, which rewards the users having travelled over 
100 km and a “Musketeer” medal for distinguished fans,

A network of History experts on the Grand Century present on the different territories,

A cooperation with the Network of Universities delivering research and studies on 
European Cultural Itineraries,

THE ACTIONS TO COME
A growing number of site inaugurations on the different itineraries,

The networking of our members and different partners, public as well as private,

Gradual publication of 11 topographical Guides during the period 2021-2023,

The preparation of cultural events staged throughout the year along the Route, with 
the putting in place of a calendar of the local, national, and transnational festivities,

The undertaking of an ERASMUS + project to enable exchanges between young 
people (France – Italy – Georgia – Czech Republic in preparation),

The development of the Young European Musketeers School to be deployed along 
the Route, and beyond, where there is a demand,

Joint actions under planning in partnership with the International Social Tourism 
Organisation (ISTO).

+ 33 6 49 13 52 20

secretariat.routedartagnan@gmail.com

www.route-dartagnan.eu

Alain Liberos, 
Founding President.
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Lien du communiqué de presse : 
https://route-dartagnan.eu/site/100/perso/doc/CP-AERA-ICE-EN.pdf




